
Sunday Worship December 1, 2019 
Sermon: Connecting with the Spirit of Christmas! 
____________________________________________________ 

Luke 1:26-38, 46-49 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with 
you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 
Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I do not know a man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One 
who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also 
conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For 
with God nothing will be impossible.” 38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it 
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
  
46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 48 
For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth all generations will call 
me blessed. 49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. 

The key for abundant life is connecting with the Spirit of Christmas! (John 10:10) 

Connecting with the Spirit of Christmas: 

1.     It starts with grace. 

a.     Luke 1:28 …the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you… 

b.     Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity... 

c.     Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God. 



2.     It leads to accepting the gift. 

a.     Luke 1:29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner 
of greeting this was.  
  

Mary was troubled by the message from the angel. She became fearful:  
  
- The fear of criticism – What are people going to think. 

- The fear of uncertainty – What are all the things that will happen to me? 

- The fear of inadequacy – Can I handle all of this? 

- The fear of change – What changes will all this bring about? 
  

b.     Luke 1:31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His 
name Jesus. 

c.     Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God.  

d.     Luke 1:38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
  

Mary displayed:  
1.     The desire to do God’s will. 
2.     The willingness to do what it takes. 
3.     The faith to trust God’s promise. 



3.     It results in worship. 

a.     Worship is internal. Luke 1:46 My soul… 

i. John 4:23-24 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 

ii. Luke 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek… and save the lost.  

iii. Luke 1:48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant…  

  
Pride will always stand in the way of true worship and sincere service. 

  

b.     Worship is intense. Luke 1:46 My soul magnifies… 

i. Luke 1:47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

ii. Luke 1:49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. 

iii. 1 Peter 1:8 You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you do not see Him 
now, you trust Him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 

  
Intense worship displaces pride and opens the heart to the greatness of God! 

  

c.     Worship is infinate.  

Luke 1:46 My soul magnifies the Lord. 

i. Psalm 30:12 That my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. Lord my God, I will praise you 
forever. 

ii. Psalm 34:1-3 I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2 My 
soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear of it and be glad. 3 Oh, magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt His name together..  
  

On-going worship will keep our heart vibrant and our soul humble in the sight of God! 



  

iii. Revelation 5:13 “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 

The worship and celebration of Christmas will be at its peak:  
·       when you remember the gift of grace,  
·       accept all that comes with God’s gift to you, and  
·       connect with Him in worship every day!


