
Sunday Worship 1-26-20 
Sermon Series: Be Strong Part 3 
_______________________________ 
 
Key Verse for Series: 
 
Ephesians 6:10  
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  
 
 
Text for Today: 
 
Esther 3:1-6  
1 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him. 2 And all the 
king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the 
king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage. 3 Then 
the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress 
the king’s command?” 4 Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily and he would not 
listen to them, that they told it to Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s words would stand; for 
Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or 
pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath. 6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all 
the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai. 
 
 
In the providence of God—our season—our time—comes when our usefulness for the 
kingdom matches our calling. 
 
 
Psalm 33:20-22 
20 We wait in hope for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. 21 In Him our hearts rejoice, for 
we trust in His holy name. 22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our 
hope in you. 
 
 
Types of Strength: 
 
1.    Haman. 
 
Esther 3:5 
When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath. 
 
a.    Strength driven by a thirst for power. 
 
b.    Strength driven by hate. 
 
c.     Strength driven by anger. 
 



 
2.    Mordecai: 
 
Esther 3:2 
And all the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, 
for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage. 
 
a.    Strength driven by faith in God. 
 
b.    Strength driven by doing right. 
 
c.    Strength driven by determination 
 
 
 
Strength in action: 
 
1.    Wrong strength used causes confusion. 
 
Esther 3:15 
The couriers went out, hastened by the king’s command; and the decree was proclaimed in 
Shushan the citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was 
perplexed (in confusion). 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 
…God is not the author of confusion but of peace... 
 
Quote: 
Seek first to understand, then to be understood. 
~ Stephen Covey 
 
 
 
2.    Right strength causes us to be humble and repentant. 
 
Esther 4:1 
When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 
 
Psalm 27:1 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
1 Peter 5:6 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 
time. 
 
 
 



3.    Right strength causes us to come into agreement in prayer. 
 
Esther 4:15-17 
15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are present in 
Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will 
fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!” 17 
So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him. 
 
Matthew 18:19-20 (Jesus said)  
19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will 
be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 
 
 
4.    God’s strength brings about His providence at the right time. 
 
Esther 4:13-14 
13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in 
the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 
father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?” 
 
Galatians 6:9 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. 
 
Psalm 27:14 
Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the 
Lord! 
 
Genesis 18:14a 
Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you… 
 
Humble yourself to God and obey Him regardless of your present circumstances, and in His 
right time—He will honor you! 
 
Stand strong in your agreement with God—this will lead to breakthrough! 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of 
the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He 
gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength. 30 Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 31 But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run 
and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 


