Sunday Worship 3-15-20
Sermon Series: Boundaries-3
________________________________
Key Scripture for this Series:
Ephesians 5:15-17
15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the
Lord’s will is.
Text for Today:
Romans 6:15-23
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you
not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to
which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of
righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you
presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves
of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which
you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from
sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Statement:
The boundaries we establish in our life will either lead us to defeat or lead us to victory!
God says:
·
You shall have no other gods before Me.
Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other gods before Me.
·
You cannot serve multiple masters.
Matthew 6:24 (Jesus said) No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other;
you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.
·
Don’t love the things of the world.
1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the
Father is not in them.
·
Let your conduct be without covetousness.
Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

Example: A man named Achan
Joshua 7:1
But Israel violated the instructions about the things set apart for the Lord. A man named Achan had
stolen some of these dedicated things, so the Lord was very angry with the Israelites.
Joshua 6:18-19
18 And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take
of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.
Joshua 7:20-21a
20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I have
done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver
and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them…
Joshua 7:21b
They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

Statement:
We must protect our house and our life from the accursed things!

Understanding we need to avoid defeat and set boundaries for victory:
1.

Understand that we become what we repeat.

Romans 7:24-25
24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and
death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I
really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin. Romans 8:1-2 So
now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.
Hebrews 10:26
If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for
sins is left.
1 Corinthians 10:11-12 (MSG)
These are all warning markers—danger!—in our history books, written down so that we don’t repeat
their mistakes. Our positions in the story are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end—and we
are just as capable of messing it up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-confident. You’re not
exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it’s
useless. Cultivate God-confidence.

2.

Understand your need to starve temptation

James 4:7
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
1 John 4:4
But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because
the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.
Ephesians 5:18
…be filled with the Spirit.
Psalm 119:9
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word.
Galatians 5:16-17
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each
other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

3.

Understand when sin is removed, victory is restored!

Joshua 7:13
“Get up! Command the people to purify themselves in preparation for tomorrow. For this is what the
Lord, the God of Israel, says: Hidden among you, O Israel, are things set apart for the Lord. You will
never defeat your enemies until you remove these things from among you.
Joshua 8:1
Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take all your fighting men and attack
Ai, for I have given you the king of Ai, his people, his town, and his land.

4.

Understand your need to grow in God.

1 Timothy 6:11-12
11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which
you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Colossians 1:9-10
…We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and
understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will
produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and
better.
Bottom line:
We need boundaries that lead to a changed life and godly living.

