Sunday WorshipJuly 12, 2020
Sermon Series: Character Part 5
___________________________________
Background:
Series looking at the virtue of character of different people in the Bible.
When we think of an individual’s character, we think of the mental and moral qualities of their
behavior.
When we speak of their virtue, we are talking about them exhibiting behavior that shows high moral
standards.
2 Kings 5:1-3
1 Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honorable man in the
eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of
valor, but a leper. 2 And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young girl
from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman’s wife. 3 Then she said to her mistress, “If only my
master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy.”
Virtue: Humility means freedom from pride/ arrogance; reflecting humble submission and respect.

VIEW OF NAAMAN’S CHARACTER:
1.

Naaman’s expectation was wrong because it was based on his status.

2 Kings 5:1, 5a 1 Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and
honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was
also a mighty man of valor, but a leper.
5a Then the king of Syria said, Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel…
Clarity we need:
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

2.

Naaman didn’t realize exactly what his condition might cost him.

Know this: You are at most risk to lose control when you try to control everything.
2 Kings 5:5b-6 5b So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of
gold, and ten changes of clothing. 6 Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which said, Now
be advised, when this letter comes to you, that I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may
heal him of his leprosy.
Psalm 119:72 Your instructions are more valuable to me than millions in gold and silver.
Proverbs 18:12 Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.

3.

Naaman’s pride faced a point of reaction that would change everything.

2 Kings 5:11 But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will
surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over
the place, and heal the leprosy.’
Proverbs 11:2 Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.
2 Kings 5:13 And his servants came near and spoke to him, and said, “My father, if the prophet had
told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to
you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
Proverbs 13:10 Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.
2 Kings 5:14 So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the
man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Need to know:
Being humble is a choice that leads to a condition of humility!

TRUTHS WE LEARN:
1.

Be open.

Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your instructions.
Be open to what God wants to do. He might be saying, I’m going to do the thing you never
thought of to accomplish the result you have dreamed of.
2 Kings 5:17-18 So Naaman said, “Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of
earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to the
Lord. 18 Yet in this thing may the Lord pardon your servant: when my master goes into the temple of
Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon—when
I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord please pardon your servant in this thing.”

2.

Be obedient

2 Kings 5:9-10 Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha’s
house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and
your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean.”
1 Samuel 15:22-23 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of
rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you
have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”
Psalm 37:7-8 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in
their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes. 8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do
not fret—it leads only to evil.

3.

Be optimistic.

2 Kings 5:19 Then he said to him, “Go in peace.”
James 4:8, 10
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Reflection:
1. How do you approach life and its challenges—in your status or in your condition?
2. Consider the difference it makes in your life.
• Status = entitlement (outward).
• Condition = what really is happening (inward).
3. What about your worship, is it from your status or from your condition?

