Sunday Worship July 5, 2020
Sermon Series: Character Part 4
________________________________
Background:
Series looking at the virtue of character of different people in the Bible.
When we think of an individual’s character, we think of the mental and moral qualities of their
behavior.
When we speak of their virtue, we are talking about them exhibiting behavior that shows high moral
standards.
2 Chronicles 20:1-12
1 It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them
besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 2 Then some came and told
Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria; and
they are in Hazazon Tamar” (which is En Gedi). 3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek
the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4 So Judah gathered together to ask help from
the Lord; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord. 5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in
the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court, 6 and said: “O
Lord God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You? 7
Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it
to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever? 8 And they dwell in it, and have built You a
sanctuary in it for Your name, saying, 9 ‘If disaster comes upon us—sword, judgment, pestilence, or
famine—we will stand before this temple and in Your presence (for Your name is in this temple), and
cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.’ 10 And now, here are the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir—whom You would not let Israel invade when they came out of the
land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not destroy them— 11 here they are, rewarding us
by coming to throw us out of Your possession which You have given us to inherit. 12 O our God, will
You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor
do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You.”
Main Statement:
View of Jehoshaphat’s character tells us that the things we did before to be steadfast must continue
to be done.
Virtue of Steadfast means: Constant, firm, resolute, immovable, unwavering.
1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

VIEW OF JEHOSHAPHATS CHARACTER IN DISTRESS:
1.

Turned to God with a plea.

2 Chronicles 20:12
O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming
against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You.
Psalm 55:22
Cast your burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to be
moved.

2.

Listened to God’s promise.

2 Chronicles 20:15
And he (Jahaziel) said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King
Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s.
John 8:47
Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t
belong to God.
2 Corinthians 1:20-21
For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our
“Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory. 21 It is God who enables us, along with
you, to stand firm for Christ...

3.

Left it to God and positioned themselves.

2 Chronicles 20:17
You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the
Lord, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against
them, for the Lord is with you.
Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

4.

God took action while the people praised.

2 Chronicles 20:21-22
And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and
who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: “Praise
the Lord, for His mercy endures forever.” 22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set
ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and
they were defeated.
Psalm 29:1-4, 8, 11
Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 2 Give unto the Lord
the glory due to His name; Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 3 The voice of the Lord is over
the waters; The God of glory thunders... 4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; The voice of the Lord is
full of majesty.
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
11 The Lord will give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace.

Statements:
There is power in our praise—praise is communication of who God is to us. What He has done and
what He can do!
Praise is a weapon effective in pushing back the forces of evil and the enemies of our soul!
Acts 16:25-26
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.

PERSONAL LESSONS:
1.

We start losing our steadfastness when we compromise and have a wrong alliance

2 Peter 3:17
You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
2 Corinthians 6:14-18
14 Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with
wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and
the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 16 And what union can there be
between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will live in
them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 17 Therefore, come out
from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy
things, and I will welcome you. 18 And I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.”

2.

We gain our steadfastness when our first partner in everything is God.

Hebrews 6:19-20a
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence
behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus...
1 Corinthians 1:18
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.
Galatians 5:24
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to His
cross and crucified them there.

Reflection:
1. How are you responding to feeling boxed in?
2. Are you making God your first partner in everything?
3. Is your praise pushing back the darkness?

