Sunday Worship August 8, 2020 “Back To School Service”
Sermon
Series: “Character” Part 8
______________________________________________
Background:
- Series looking at the virtue of character of different people in the Bible.
- When we think of an individual’s character, we think of the mental and moral qualities of their
behavior.
- When we speak of their virtue, we are talking about them exhibiting behavior that shows high moral
standards.
Text:
John 6:5-14 (ESV)
“Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip,
“Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he would do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be
enough for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to
him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat
down, about five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they
had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.”
So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by
those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the world!

1. By faith we are asked to look beyond our situation
Psalms 57:7
“My heart is confident in you. O God; my heart is confident. No wonder I can sing your praises!”
Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”
Hebrews11:8
“By faith Abraham, when called to go … obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he
was going.”

2. Trials are the proving grounds of our endurance.
James 1:2-4
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking in nothing.”

3. The nutritional value of what is in the lunch box is more crucial and influential than the ascetic
value.
Proverbs 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Psalm 102:27
“But you are always the same; you will live forever.”
Hebrews 13:8
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Psalm 9:10
“And they who know Your name[who have experience and acquaintance with Your mercy] will lean on
and confidently put their trust in You, for You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek(inquire of and
for) You[on the authority of God’s Word and the right of their necessity].
Psalm 56:3
“But when I am afraid, I will put my trust in you.”
2 Timothy 1:7
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.”
A well-fed nurtured child has the compacity to influence the crowd around him or her.

4. When we are pouring into our children, we need to make sure that we point out that Jesus is the
Bread of life.
Matthew 7:11
So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.
We have dreams for our children but God has PURPOSE for them!

5. Child like will help us look beyond the resources.
Matthew19:14
“But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs
to those who are like these children.”

“A well-fed nurtured child has the capacity to influence the crowd around him or her."

6. You are an influencer, Be the right kind of influencer and share Jesus!

7. God is omnipotent.
Hebrews 4:13
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
John 6:6
“He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.”

Reflection:
1. What is your daily Bread of Life intake?
2. Does it sustain you and prompt you to be an influencer for Jesus?

