Sunday Worship 8-16-20
Sermon Series: Character Part 9
____________________________________
Background:
Series looking at the virtue of character of different people in the Bible.
When we think of an individual’s character, we think of the mental and moral qualities of their
behavior.
When we speak of their virtue, we are talking about them exhibiting behavior that shows high moral
standards.
TEXT:
Job 1:8-12
8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 9 So Satan answered
the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him,
around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch
all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” 12 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all
that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord.

The Lord’s Character assessment of Job:
·
My servant.
·
There is none like him.
·
A blameless and upright man.
·
One who fears God.
·
One who shuns evil.
Job 1:20
said … Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped.
The Key to making it through a difficult time: he fell to the ground and worshiped
Job 1:21
And he said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return there. The Lord gave,
and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 22 In all this Job did not sin nor
charge God with wrong.
James 5:10-11
10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering
and patience. 11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of
Job and seen the end intended by the Lord-that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.
Understand:
Praise is more effective that panic—Prayer is more effective than panic.
Panic confirms your hopelessness; Praise and Prayer confirms your hope in God.

LESSONS:
1. The hardest praise is the highest praise.
Psalm 59:16-17
But I will sing of Your power; Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; for You have been
my defense and refuge in the day of my trouble. 17 To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For
God is my defense, My God of mercy.
We should never allow what is wrong with us to keep us from worshiping what is right with God!

2. Whatever you don’t turn to praise will turn into pain.
Habakkuk 3:17-19 17
17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may
fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd
in the stalls—18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is
my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high hills.
1 Samuel 3:9
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.

3. Believe your praise—declare it over your life!
Proverbs 18:21
The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
Job 42:9-10
9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the
Lord commanded them; for the Lord had accepted Job. 10 And the Lord restored Job’s losses when
he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.

If your character is one of praise!
Game over! The devil will have to flee!

Reflection:
1. What do you do on your worst day?
2. When all is stripped away, what is your character like?

