FACING THE FUTURE
Matthew 24:3-14
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the
age?” 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these
are the beginning of sorrows (birth pains). 9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill
you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will
rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow
cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will
be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
THREE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS JESUS GAVE US:
1. Pay close attention that you are _____ __________________.
Matthew 24:4
Jesus… said: “Take heed that no one deceives you.
1 Timothy 4:6
Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you.

Psalm 119:1-4
1 Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the Lord. 2 Joyful are those who
obey his laws and search for him with all their hearts. 3 They do not compromise with evil, and
they walk only in his paths. 4 You have charged us to keep your commandments carefully.
THE SECOND INSTRUCTION:
2. Don’t let the ________ ________________ you.
Matthew 24:6-8
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8
All these are the beginning of sorrows (birth pains).
Job 1:21
…The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.
John 14:27
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
THE THIRD INSTRUCTION:
3. Don’t grow __________, remain __________________.
Jesus is saying there will be a threat to your faith!
Matthew 24:11-13
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
James 1:12
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

HOW DO I MAKE SURE I FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS?
1. That in all things __________ takes ____________________.
Colossians 1:15-18
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And
He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.
b. Four Areas of our life:
_______________________.
Colossians 1:13-14
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son
of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
________________________.
Colossians 1:9-11,16
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask
that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His
glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;
16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him.
________________________.
Colossians 1:17
And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist (hold together).
________________________.
Colossians 1:18
And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the preeminence.
HOW DO I MAKE SURE I FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS?
2. The practice we keep in place:
a. Acknowledge His presence in your ______________.

Psalm 16:8
I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.
b. Acknowledge His presence in your _______________.
Psalm 16:11
You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.
Matthew 16:26
For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?
c. Acknowledge His presence in times of ______________.
Psalm 118:5-6
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. 6 The Lord is on
my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
d. Acknowledge His presence in times of _______________.
Ephesians 1:7
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of His grace.
Ephesians 4:32
And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ
forgave you.
e. Acknowledge His presence in constant ________________.
Psalm 63:3-4
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I will bless you as
long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands.
Psalm 100:4-5
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and
bless His name. 5 For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all
generations.
Conclusion:
When Jesus Christ is the focus of your prayers and He is wrapped in your pursuits, the pressure
you feel will turn into freedom because of His pardon in your life; you will be able to give Him
praise all day every day!

Reflection:
1. What prevents you from allowing Christ to be preeminent in your life?

2. What are you afraid of in giving Christ this position in your life?

3.

Don’t you think He knows better than we do about everything in our life?

