
 

 

 
 
Sunday Worship 12-12-21 
Sermon: Out of Darkness into Light-2 
 
TEXT for Today: 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
  
Philippians 1:9-11 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere 
and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which 
are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 
A summary of Discernment: 
Discernment is perception in seeing spiritual guidance and understanding given to us by the 
Spirit when our personal judgment is lacking. It is also the ability to grasp or comprehend what 
is obscure to us. God gives us this supernatural help as a Gift of the Spirit to detect the activity 
in the realm of evil spirit world. 
  
 
 
 



 

Two application statements: 
·      Spiritual discernment is greatly important in the life of a Christ follower. It does not use our 
lens—our perception—but rather the lens of the Spirit in order that we can receive guidance 
and understanding. 
 
·      God’s divine guidance supersedes what we know or think because He is Sovereign and 
knows what is ahead of us! 
 
EXAMPLES FROM THE CHRISTMAS STORY TO LEARN FROM: 
  
1.    Joseph’s plan got caught up in God’s __________, but he accepted _________________ to 
not ___________. 
 
a.    Mathew 1:18-25 (Summary) Mary was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she 
was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  
Joseph was a just man. He didn’t want to hurt Mary. Considered not publicly shaming her… did 
think about divorcing her secretly.  
V.20 But while he thought about these things…  
A messenger of the Lord told Joseph: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring 
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 So 
all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  
V.24 THEN Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the messenger of the Lord commanded 
him and took to him his wife… but did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son: 
Jesus. 
 
EXAMPLES FROM THE CHRISTMAS STORY TO LEARN FROM: 
  
2.    Wisemen caught in King Herod’s scheme, accepted a _____________ 
__________________. 
 
a.    Matthew 2:1-8, 12 (Summary) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem… wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem… asking around, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? We 
have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”  
King Herod heard this and was troubled, along with all Jerusalem… They gathered the chief 
priests and scribes… Herod inquired of them where the Christ was to be born… Bethlehem of 
Judea, for it is written by the prophet: For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My 
people Israel.’ ”  
V.7 Then Herod, secretly called the wise men… he sent them to Bethlehem to search for the 
young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 
worship Him also.”  



 

Following their time with Jesus, the wise men were divinely warned in a dream to not go back 
to Herod… go another way. 
 
DIVINE GUIDANCE IN OUR LIVES IS VITAL FOR OUR FUTURE: 
  
1.    Discernment leads us to ___________ the ___________ thing in ________________. 
 
a.    1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
 
b.    Joseph ____________________ the fate of his ________________ to the supernatural 
guidance from God. 
 
DIVINE GUIDANCE IN OUR LIVES IS VITAL FOR OUR FUTURE: 
  
2.    Discernment leads us to _________________. 
 
a.    Matthew 2:9-11 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had 
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and 
worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
b.    An encounter with Jesus in worship _______________ our ____________ and 
_____________ to accept supernatural guidance. 
 
DIVINE GUIDANCE IN OUR LIVES IS VITAL FOR OUR FUTURE: 
  
3.    Discernment leads us through God’s ____________. 
 
a.    Romans 8:5-8 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but 
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting 
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind 
leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s 
laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature 
can never please God. 
 
b.    The wise men __________________ their human ______________—what they were 
known for—to the supernatural guidance from God. 
 
c.     Romans 8:14-16 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For 
you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption 



 

by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 
 
d.    Discern God’s plan, then stop ______________ the ______________. 
 
Conclusion: 
Are you like Joseph where it seems like God’s plan interrupts your plan? 
Or, 
Are you like the Wisemen, who while trying to do right was targeted in an effort to disrupt 
God’s plan? 
  
Reflection:  
Whatever may try to interrupt or disrupt God’s plan in your life, be open to and accept the 
discernment the Holy Spirit brings to you. He will guide you through God’s plan! 
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