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Romans-11—December 15, 2021 
 
1. We live in contradiction between intention and reality.  

a. The problem we face:  
Romans 7:14-16 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold 
as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do 
not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree 
that the law is good. 

 
b. The principle at work:  

Romans 7:17-20 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in 
me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 
For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do---this I 
keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do 
it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  

 
2. There is a conflict of inner desires. 

a. Romans 7:21-23 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is 
right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I 
see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 
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3. We have a concept for victory. 
a. Romans 7:24-25 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, 
but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 
 

b. We all experience inner conflicts and contradictions. 
 
c. Self-determination aren’t enough to live in victory. 
 
d. The Holy Spirit empowers us to win the inner war of conflicting desires. 
 

4. Freedom come from faith in Jesus. 
a. Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus, 
 

b. The word NOW speaks of a definite time and moment and experience in life. 
 
c. The NOW is the moment a person is in Christ through faith. “for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.” 
 

5. We are set free from guilt. 
a. Romans 8:2-4 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives 

life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 

  
6. The Holy Spirit gives us the ability to live free.  

a. Romans 8:4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

b. Romans 8:2 …The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus set me free from the 
law of sin and death. 

 
c. “Set me free” means a past action with present benefits. 
 
d. The word “law” here means a working principle of life. 
 
e. The “Spirit of life” is the Holy Spirit who gives eternal life. 
 
f. Ephesians 2:1-5 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 

in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the 
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
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cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we 
were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions---it is by grace you have been saved. 

 
7. The cross is the place of our freedom. 

a. Romans 8:3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened 
by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to 
be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 

b. 1 Corinthians 5:7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us. 

c. 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 

d. Romans 8:4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  


