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Romans 8:26-27 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he 
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 
Romans 8:28-30 
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom 
He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
 
1. The image of God’s plan. 

a. Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

 
b. There is a temporal good. 

i. James 4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make 
money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will 
live and do this or that.” 



 

 
c. There is a spiritual good. 

i. 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ… 
 

ii. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. 
It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 

 
d. There is an eternal good. 

i. Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
2. The image of God in creation. 

a. Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

b. Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

 
We are made in God’s:  
c. Spiritual image.  

i. John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth. 

 
d. Social image.  

i. Romans 13:9-10 For the commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other 
commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 
e. Moral image.  

i. Ephesians 4:24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly 
righteous and holy. 

 
f. Mental image. 



 

i. Colossians 3:2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth. 
 

 
3. The image marred by sin. 

a. Jeremiah 18:4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the 
potter to make. 
 

b. Jeremiah 18:5-6 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 6 "O house 
of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the LORD. "Look, as the 
clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 
 

 
4. The image of Christ in us. 

a. Romans 8:30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom 
He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified. 
 

b. The image of God is restored when we are saved.  
i. 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
 

c. The image of God is restored by the inner work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts. 

i. 2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 
d. God promises to finish the work.  

i. Philippians 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has 
begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 
 


